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Duties for December
Trinity
Elders

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Stewards

Mr N. Caldwell
Mrs B. Moses
Mr N. Caldwell
Mrs S. Gilby
at Ermine

Mrs A. McCleave
Mr R. Marshall
Ms E. Watson
Mr A. Gilby

Mrs B. McCleave
Mrs J. Marshall
Mrs M. Abbas
Mrs M. Walsh

Communion - 16th December

Mrs S. Bisset : Mrs B. Moses : Mr A. McCleave : Mrs B. Johnston

16th
23rd
30th

Arranging
Mrs M. Hammond
Mrs F. Newton
Mrs B. Moses
Mrs F. Caldwell

Ermine
Vestry

december 2012

2nd
9th

Flowers
Mrs P. Matthews
in memory of
Miss F. Murray
Mrs E. Bucknall
Mrs P. Matthews
at Ermine

St Columba’s

Door

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
Material for the January edition of
Round Up must be with the editor by
10th December.
Distribution on Sunday, 23rd December
A contribution to your church funds
would be appreciated.

Cathy
Allan
Janet
Cathy

Matthew
David
Jean
Matthew

Editor
Roy Marshall
27 Benson Crescent
Lincoln LN6 3NT
01522.884516

roy.marshall2@ntlworld.com

Minister
Revd Hamish Temple
Trent Port, Trent Port Road, Marton,
Nr. Gainsborough DN21 5AP
Telephone 01427.718786

And you can find us on
www.lincolnurc.co.uk
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Minister¹s Letter
Now that Hallowe’en and bonfire night have been and gone, retail establishments,
the media and most of the world it seems, would have us believe that Christmas is
here! I visited someone this week (which happens to be the first full week in
November) who had already received a Christmas card and I passed a house in the
car only yesterday (the street shall remain nameless) that was already bedecked with
lights and decorations!
I can feel a ‘Bah! Humbug!’ coming on because I want to
say ‘Whatever happened to the season of Advent?’ Amidst
all the joy, fun and excitement of the season of Christmas
the world beyond the church and the Christian calendar
seems to have forgotten the 4 weeks or so that precedes
Christmas Day and that this is a time of prayerful watching,
waiting and preparing ourselves to receive the gift that is
Jesus Christ, God’s Son.
I wonder if some of my frustration is born out of the fact that we have nearly lost
the art of ‘waiting’ for anything. We live in an immediate society that tells us we
can have everything at once. Resources and commodities are available to us twentyfour hours a day, seven days a week and so should we choose to want something
‘right now’ we can often have it in next to no time. We are no longer encouraged to
save up for some material product because we can either get a loan today and pay
that back some time in the future, or ‘buy’ the product and not have to begin to pay
for it for at least a few months. Bishop John Sentamu expresses what he feels about
this kind of culture in these words ‘….today we are encouraged to take the waiting
out of wanting, cut to the chase and get what we want right away, as though there is
nothing worth waiting for……’. So ‘waiting’ becomes an unnecessary thing and
when we do have to do it, it becomes a hindrance that stops us moving onto the next
thing.
But Advent is all about waiting. Not a passive waiting but an active time of waiting;
waiting on God and preparing our lives in such a way that we are ready to receive
this gift beyond all measure and all wonder and of course for Christians today there
is a sense in which we are in this waiting time before the Lord comes again and so
we ask ourselves are we ready for that too?
Over the last few years I have come to love the poems of R S Thomas, a Welsh
clergyman, and the following poem called ‘Kneeling’ is one of my favourites and

HERE AND THERE (contd)
In pleasant Christmas mood, the motorist said to the policeman who had just handed
him a ticket for speeding. “What am I supposed to do with this?”
“Keep it” said the policeman, “and when you collect four of them you get a bicycle.”

………………..
Perhaps Susan Perlman had the right idea.
What if the three wise men had been three wise women? Well, they would have
asked for directions and arrived on time, helped deliver the baby, cleaned the stable,
brought a casserole and given the child more practical gifts!
But it wouldn’t have been the same, would it?

……………….
One of the most beautiful flowers in the world is the bright colourful poinsettia which
is mostly associated with the Christmas season. There is certainly always one in our
house to add to the warmth of winter days.
There is a story of a miracle linked to this flower in a Mexican legend. A poor girl was
watching others taking gifts to lay by the statue of the baby Jesus and as she
watched she began to cry as she had nothing to give.
An angel suddenly appeared and told her to gather weeds along the roadside, then
offer them as her present. When she laid them beside the manger, they were
instantly transformed into the lovely poinsettia.
The flower is named after Dr. Joel Poinsett, the American ambassador to Mexico,
who, in 1828, fell in love with the beauty of the fiery red plant which he later took to
the United States.

……………….
And he (King Herod) gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together,
and demanded of them where Christ should be born. (Matthew, Chapter 2 v 4)
Gladly he never found out!
………………..
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HERE and THERE
Christmas Edition
I suspect I say something like this at some time every year - “I don’t know where
the last twelve months have gone”, and now already we are in Advent. I suppose
this year we have had so many things going on in our country, that it is understandable that time has flown by, but others tell me it is down to my age!
Anyway, I recently came across a report from the University of Warwick which has
revealed a positive relation between happiness and religion.
It seems that those who celebrate the Christian meaning of Christmas are happier
than those who mark the festive season in a purely material way.
There is importance in being involved in our community and caring for people, and
Christmas is a reminder to us of this message.

………………..
It was the Christmas eve service, and an already excited six-year old and her fouryear old brother were sitting there giggling, singing and talking out loud. “You’re not
supposed to talk out loud in church”, said the little girl to her brother. “Why”, said
her brother, “who’s going to stop me?”
The little girl pointed to the back of the church and said, “You see those two men
standing by the door at the back? They’re hushers!”

particularly speaks to me as we stand on the brink of
Advent:
Moments of great calm,
Kneeling before an altar
Of wood in a stone church
In summer, waiting for the God
To speak; the air a staircase
For silence; the sun’s light
Ringing me, as though I acted
A great role. And the audiences
Still; all that close throng
Of spirits waiting, as I,
For the message.
Prompt me, God;
But not yet. When I speak,
Though it be you who speak
Through me, something is lost.
The meaning is in the waiting.
God bless us as we patiently watch and wait for Christ
to be born again among us.
Claire

………………..

Addresses for
contact number
for the churches
in our group

St Columba’s LEP
Brant Road
Lincoln
Secretary :01522.536034

Ermine
Sudbrooke Drive
Lincoln
Secretary :01522.803577

…………………
Mary Slessor was born into a poor Scottish family in 1848, but she grew up to go
and work as a missionary in Calabar. At her request she lived with a tribe in a
remote part of the jungle.
From a city upbringing where she had once been too afraid to cross a field of cows,
she now had often to walk through dense bush infested with lions.
“Many a time”, she wrote, “I walked along praying, `O God of Daniel, shut their
mouths`, and he did!”

………………...

Articles for the January
magazine must be with
the editor by
10th December

Trinity
Garmston Street
Lincoln
Secretary :01522.750041
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“An Alternative View”
(A birthday message to the URC from the Moderator)
Pat and Ann McCabe
send Christmas Greetings
to at Trinity.

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
Birthdays often give cause for reflection and thought about our lives, where we've
been and where we are going. As you will know this year is the 40th birthday of the
United Reformed Church. I remember reaching forty years old and feeling I'd
“grown up”! Perhaps we as a denomination are now in that place. Certainly the
old hopes of further organisational unity are fading as ecumenical partners no longer
see such unity as desirable.

Marcia Hayes
wishes everyone at Trinity
a happy and peaceful
Christmas and New Year

Some voices are responding to this moment in our history with a note of gloom.
They point to our decline in numbers which continues and to the challenges we are
facing. They raise the question of whether we will be here in ten years time and
asking “Is something being done to reverse our fortunes?”
I would like to share how I see things; an alternative view if you like from your
Moderator. I start from the knowledge that when I candidated for the ministry at the
tender age of 20 years old one Revd David Jenkins asked me why I wanted to be a
URC minister? His reasoning was that by the time I would be 48 years old the URC
would be closed. I take some delight in the fact that I was exactly 48 years old
when I was inducted as Moderator of East Midlands Synod! This teaches us that we
cannot second guess God. We have no idea what the future holds and statistical
projections tell us very little indeed.
It is cold comfort but our decline in numbers is mirrored in our ecumenical partners.
Revd Dr David Cornick reminded Mission Council in a masterful lecture on the histories of Methodism and Reformed Christianity that whereas the URC has declined
by 70% since 1972 , the Methodist Church has declined by 60%. Now that is not a
race I want to win but it tells us that what is happening has causes much wider in
origin than our internal dynamics. I would add that we must be careful with statistics. Statistics formed a part of my Physics with Maths A level and I know enough
to understand you can paint any picture you like with stats – gloomy or optimistic.
In fact the 1972 membership figures are certainly unreliable, much more so than
today's are. Neither the Congregationalists nor the Presbyterians had the financial
incentive to keep rigorously accurate membership figures. Is it any wonder that
when ministers began to be paid centrally membership dropped rapidly. Now I am
not saying we haven't declined, of course we have and it is worrying. What I am
saying is we do not know by how much because the 1972 figures are certainly very
inflated.

Best wishes for a Happy
Christmas and a Peaceful
New Year
Jessie & Roy Marshall

Wishing you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Year
Al & Betty McCleave

Christmas Greetings
to all at Trinity
from
John & Marion Slow

Sandra and Gordon
wish everyone a very
happy Christmas with a
healthy and peaceful
2013 to follow

Happy Christmas and a
Peaceful New Year
to all.
Bert & Helen

Margaret (Abbas)
wishes all at Trinity URC
a very happy Christmas
and New Year

Christmas Greetings from
St Columba’s to all our
friends at Trinity and
Ermine:
"Wishing you peace and
happiness at Christmas”
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Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to all
from
Edith & Stuart

When we look at attendance in our churches week by week a different picture
emerges. Whilst the number of “regular attenders” is about one third of our membership that doesn't mean we only have 20809 folk in church on a Sunday. The
truth is we have 62430 on average as that is the “Average Congregation” number.
This is only approximately 1000 folk less than our membership figure. The fact that
over 62000 people wish to worship in a UR church should encourage us.

Christmas Greetings
and a Happy New Year
to all my friends
Trudi Woodrow

Bertha Taylor
wishes all her friends a
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

A very Happy Christmas
with every blessing in the
New Year
from
Mary Hayes

Merry Christmas and a
Peaceful New Year
Isabel & Cliff Myhill

Joan King
wishes all her friends
Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

We would like to

wish all of our
Church family and
friends a very Happy
and Peaceful Christmas
and New Year.
With special thanks for
all the love and support you gave us
when Paula's Mum Rena passed away
earlier this year.
God's blessings to you all
Paula & Paul Dunwell

Christmas Greetings and a Peaceful
New Year to all our friends at
Ermine and St Columba’s
from all at Trinity

The picture on the ground is also mixed and certainly not one of uniform decline. I
visited a small church recently which has just refurbished its sanctuary beautifully.
The church has only 15 members but is three times as large as it was 25 years ago.
Another small church of 14 members told me that a former Moderator of some 40
years ago told them they were not viable and should close. That church not only
still has the same membership as it did 40 years ago but does vital work in its community. These stories are repeated throughout the Synod but these two serve as
good examples. Certainly there are the more depressing stories of churches whose
membership and congregations have halved in the last ten years, as has the Baptist
Church my Aunt attends, but even here many of these churches are truly engaged
with mission in their communities and still are welcoming new folk through their
doors.
In times of anxiety it is easy to look around to other churches for answers – we see
growth in another congregation or another stream of Christianity and wonder aloud
if they are doing something right that we are not. My own assessment is that the
only thing the growing movements have in common is a charismatic/evangelical
theology. Each new church movement is governed somewhat differently so lessons
are hard to draw from their ecclesiology. This does not mean we must become
charismatic/evangelical to grow – we must discern what God is calling us to be
where we are and the church needs all the different streams of Christian expression.
It just so happens that “neo-penticostalism” is in vogue at the moment probably because it is speaking to people in an experiential age, an age in which truth is judged
by how it is experienced and whether it works rather than assessed by reasoning.
We live in what is often termed the “Postmodern Age” but that's the subject for another letter!
I love the United Reformed Church, our rich variety, our freedom, our caring supportive spirit. I love the way we support one another through the M and M fund.
Now I hear the groans already! Some times churches feel burdened by this rather
than set free by it as I think we are. The M and M fund is a mechanism by which
we share the cost of ministry and enable ministry to be offered across the whole denomination. Wow! My Dad attends an Anglican church and their congregation is
only 48 people yet their “Parish Share” ( for which read M and M fund) is £42000 a
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year! Suddenly the URC looks to be very good value indeed! Some time ago a
colleague minister felt disillusioned with the URC and for a while looked to working with the Congregational Federation. As we know in the Congregational Church
each congregation is responsible for paying for its own minister and pension and so
forth. What she saw was a sea of congregations with no manses and no hope of
ever having a minister. Do we wish to return to those days?
It seems to me that families are often self critical and have a moan from time to
time. It usually takes an “outside” view to point out to us our strengths. I rejoice to
belong to the United Reformed Church – warts and all ( and that includes mine too).
We may not be a large church but we still have an enormous amount to offer alongside ecumenical partners. We often have a prophetic edge coming from our dissenting tradition that is listened to by others. Perhaps our role in God's kingdom isn't to
be big or powerful but to be faithful by being true to ourselves and being that prophetic counter cultural witness to the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Happy birthday United Reformed Church! Happy birthday to us all!
Much love, Peter

Tickets

£10
We are holding again this annual event in
memory of the birth of Robert Burns on
Saturday 19 January 2013 at 7.00 pm.
Tickets are on sale from Neil Caldwell at £10.00 each,
which includes a 3 course meal followed by coffee and
homemade shortbread after which there is entertainment
and dancing. There will be a raffle and donations of
prizes will be very welcome.

………………..

St Columba’s
There are two special birthdays this
month
Carol Service
Sunday 16th
3.00pm

Midnight Communion
service commences at
23.30pm

followed by
Christmas Tea

Revd C. Simpson

Sheila Gilby
80

Elsie Biggs
Al McCleave

Chris Hindle
Hamish Temple

Mary Hayes
90

Cliff Myhill
Roland Christian
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Greenland Ladies Club
2.00pm to 4.00pm
11th December

The Christmas meeting will take place on
Tuesday 11 December - please provide a
reading, a hymn, a poem or some music
with a Christmas theme. We will meet at
the home of at Catriona Wheeler,
13 Westwood Close, Lincoln.

Christmas Party

………………...

Ermine

Services in December
Traidcraft
9th
Do you have any old , unwanted, damaged jewellery or watches?
Ladies, do you have odd earrings because one of the pair has been
lost? Traidcraft Exchange will gladly accept any jewellery and
benefit from recycling it. If you can help, please give any items
to Sandra Bisset who will pass them on. Many thanks.

Hanging of the Greens

-

Gifts for the Contact Centre

19th Joint Carol Service with St John’s

6.00pm

24th Christmas Eve - Candlelight Service 6.00 p.m.
Everyone is invited to share in this special service
Coffee and mince pies will be served afterwards
Retiring offertory for Nomad Trust
25th Christmas Day service at Trinity

10.00am

C.A.M.E.O.
meetings in December
There is only the one meeting of the Tuesday Club in
December and that is on 4th December - the Christmas Party.
This commences at 12.30pm for 1.00pm

Wednesday 5th and 19th December
11.00am - 1.00pm
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Deployment Meeting

Please note that there will be a Deployment Meeting on Saturday, 1st December
commencing at 10.30am and scheduled to end at 12.30pm.

…….

Family News
We are pleased to say that Roland is improving and is now back home with Jean.
Frank is also back home from hospital and we thank God for this and pray for continued recovery for both of them. We also pray for Rachel's brother-in-law Steve
who has had a heart attack and hope that he will soon be well again. Sue's husband
Michael has been suffering with a swollen foot and we hope it is now a lot better.
We pray for all of our church family who are having various tests and scans and
hope all will be well for them.
We thank God for happy times. Chris' granddaughter Leah has taken her 1st ballet
exam. The results are not yet known so we hope she did very well. Sue's son Alan
has passed his driving test and we send him our congratulations.
Elaine

……………….

We propose to start proceedings on the Friday evening with a fun evening of curling
and have invited members and friends of our sister churches at Ermine and St
Columba's to join us. Then on the Saturday morning there will be a flower arranging
workshop and this will be followed by an afternoon of workshops; these being on
Prayer (which we hope will be used in the Sunday service) on Art and on Photography. More details of these will emerge throughout next year but we hope that you
will give your support. On the Saturday evening we will be holding a concert; we
have invited an international male voice choir from Sheffield for the occasion and
this will be a ticketed event because of number limitation. Tickets will be available
at a small charge in the coming months.
On the Sunday the service will be at 10.30 am and this will be followed by a three
course lunch in the St Andrew's hall downstairs. Invitations will be sent out in January to all current members and friends of Trinity URC and to a cross section of people who have worshipped with us in past years and whom we hope will help us to
share in our history, celebrate this 50th anniversary and look to the future.
This is just the first piece of information but we hope it reaches everyone who is
able to receive Roundup and that you will put the dates of 5, 6 & 7 July 2013 in
your diaries and join us to celebrate this occasion.
In March next year we have also invited Rev Michael Foster to lead us in a hymn
writing workshop. Look out for further details of this weekend in Roundup and let
me have any thoughts, themes or bible passages that you feel would be suitable for
possible inclusion in the hymn which will be used in the Sunday service.
Frances Caldwell, Church Secretary

Trinity
FREEWILL ENVELOPES

Just a reminder. Freewill envelopes will be available for collection at the rear of the
church on Sunday 02/December, and future Sundays. If you have any queries please
contact Brenda Bucknall.

…..

We send our wishes for a Happy Christmas and
Peaceful New Year
to all our friends at Pauluskirche.
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Sunday 16 December

Morning Communion Service led by Alan Gilby; there will be a retiring offering
for our chosen charity.

…..
Carol Service - 23rd December
Please remember that there is no morning service on Sunday,
23rd December. The Carol Service is being held that afternoon,
commencing at 3.00pm and will be followed by tea down in St
Andrew’s Hall

1st Sunday in Advent
On 2 December we will be celebrating the first Sunday in Advent. This will also be
our Civic Service when the Mayor, Councillor Karen Lee and her Consort, Councillor Neil Murray, the City Sheriff Mrs Melanie Tointon and her Consort Mr Stephen
Tointon will attend our morning service. We will also be celebrating St Andrew's
tide and invitations have been sent to the Presidents of the Lincoln Scottish Association and the Caledonian Society of Lincoln to join us. It is also the Sunday when we
remember our church's twinning with the Pauluskirche in Neustadt an der Weinstraße in Germany.

…..

…..
Digital Hymnary
We have had the digital hymnary for some months now, it has been used
on five or six occasions and those who have programmed and operated it,
now feel confident enough to train others up in using this piece of equipment.

6th and 7th December
Christmas Market Weekend
Please give your support to Sandra Bisset and her team so that we as a church can
support our local chosen charity - the Lincoln First Responders.

…..
There will be a maximum of two people per training session. If
you would like to get involved in this activity please give your
name to Roy Marshall.

Sunday 9 December

…...

Trinity URC 50th Anniversary Celebrations
Some of you reading this article may have memories of the early formation of this
church in Lincoln. However it was not until much later that the present building
began to take shape and the official opening and dedication took place in July 1963.
Whilst the church is very much a living body of people worshipping God and reaching out in mission in all sorts of ways, it was felt by the elders and the Church Meeting that we should not let this date go by without some sort of remembrance. It was
therefore left to myself on behalf of the organising group to propose inviting the
current General Secretary of the United Reformed Church, Revd Roberta Rominger
some 18 months ago, to lead our Sunday morning service on 7 July 2013 and she
accepted. The morning communion service will also be celebrated with our present
minister Rev Hamish Temple.

Morning service as usual led by Heather Grierson. If parking is a problem please use the Lincs
County Council car park on West Parade and we
will transport you from there. Please let the church
secretary know in advance if you
require this service.
There will be no parking allowed on St Martin's
Square, St Martin's Lane, Spring Hill or Hungate.
Motherby Lane car park should be open.

…..

Services and Diary of Events for December 2012
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2nd December

3rd December

4th December

5th December

6th December

7th December

8th December

Trinity - 10.30am Revd H. Temple (Advent)
Ermine - 10.00am Revd A. Vaughan
St Columba's - 11.00am Ministry Team
- 6.00pm Circuit Service at Swallowbeck

9th December

10th December

Ermine Elders’ Meeting
CAMEO
23 Barkston Gdns
11.00am - 1.00pm
Ermine
Tuesday Club
Christmas Party
12.30pm for 1.00pm
11th December
12th December

Trinity - 10.30am Mrs H. Grierson
Ermine - 10.00am Revd H. Temple (Hanging of the Greens)
St Columba's - 11.00am Revd C. Simpson (HC)

16th December

17th December

-

Trinity - 10.30am no morning service
- 3.00pm Carol Service
Ermine - 10.00am Worship Group
St Columba’s - 3.00pm Revd H. Temple

30th December

13th December

Meeting Point
13 Westwood Close
7.45pm
18th December

24th December

14th December

15th December

“The Journey” - The Nativity Story
at Lincoln Castle
19th December

20th December

CAMEO
11.0am - 1.00pm
Ermine
Joint Carol Service
St John’s Ermine, 600pm

at Lincoln Castle
23rd December

Church open for refreshments

Trinity Coffee Bar
10.30am - 1.00pm

Trinity - 10.30am Mr A. Gilby (HC)
Ermine - 10.00am Miss C. Wheler
St Columba’s - 3.00pm Carol Service
The Journey

PAGE10

25th December

26th December

21st December

22nd December

Trinity Coffee Bar
10.30am - 1.00pm

27th December

28th December

29th December

United Candlelit Service
Ermine at 6.00pm
United Service
Midnight Communion Trinity at 10.00am
St Columba’s at 23.30pm
31st December

1st January

2nd January

3rd January

4th January

5th January

7th January

8th January

9th January

10th January

11th January

12th January

Trinity - 10.00am United service at Ermine
Ermine - 10.00am Revd H. Temple
St Columba’s - 11.00am at North Hykeham

6th January
Trinity - 10.30am Revd H. Temple (HC)
Ermine - 10.00am Mrs S. Gilby
St Columba’s - 11.00am Ministry Team

Trinity Coffee Bar
10.30am - 1.00pm

